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Religious Intelligence. 
| FOR THE INFORMER. 
Letter from Br. David Perry, Esq. dated Rehoboth, Ms. 


February 14th, 1823. 
Dear Sir, 


I sent you no account of our church, as we bad not joined 
any Q. M. and had no Elder. We have had 12 join since 
January commenced. The number hopefully converted 
since that time, is over 30—in the north part of Rehoboth 
und the south part of Attleborough. Elder Reuben Ailen 
and David Swett are in these parts. Their labours have 
been blessed in a wonderful manner. 

This Church was formed on the 14th of October, 1777. 
At that time, we were called Separates, after that New- 
lights. We have held to what is called here open com- 
munion and believe in a free gospel and salvation. HKefor- 
mations are spreading all around us. We walk in peace 
and harmony. I have reason to say, the Lord Jesus 1s a 
good ma ster, and that the doctrine of free salvation by fuith 
in his name, is a doctrine according to Godliness ; for through 
mercy, I find it daily effectual to the breaking down the 
strong holds of sin, and turning the hearts of sinners from 
dead works, to serve the living God. 

Pray for us, and for your unwor- 
thy brother in the best of bonds, 
Davi Perry, Church Clerk. 

P. S. We have had monthly church meetings which we 

call Covenant meetings. At our last, we voted to send cho 
sen brethren to the next Q. M. in Rhode fsland, to inquire 
into their standing, and to report to the church; and if sat- 
isfied, shall join them if they can receive us. Our number 
"Ss about 60 members. Yours, &c. D. Perry. 
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. | se FOR THE INFORMER. &§ 
Letier from Eldcr Reuben Allen dated Patvtucket, Feb. 6th; 
} Ae 1823. : 
Resrecrep Brorner, | eine 

—Tnow take my pen to transmit to you, a sketch of the 
dealings cf God towards the people and friends ef Zion in 
this part of the land. ‘The Lord has heard the groaning of © 
his people, and come down to help ard deliver! Reforma- 7 
tion is going on in the vicinity of Blackstone, between fifteen 
and twenty have been made the happy subjects of convert- 
ing grace. In the west part of Burrilville, a number have 
shared in the same blessing. In Attleborough, there is a p 
large number of happy converts, and the work is still going 4 
on. Eld D. Swett is labouring in this country with success. 
In Pawtucket, a number bave heen converted, souls are dai- 
ly born into the kingdom and the prospect is glorious. E!d. 
Tiinothy Morse has been labaring in the place with success, 
and we hear of the work ef the Lord in many places, and 
hope we shall see a general work through the land. 

Yours in bonds of Gospel Grace, 
Revusen ALten, 
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; : | ) FOR THE INFORMER. in 
Lettcr from Elder David Swett, dated Attleborough, Januari 7 

99d, 1823. 
Betovep Brotuer, | 

With pleasure I would say a few words of the Lord’s mar- 
velous doings in this region. | ‘ 

About the close of Jast July, I took my journey for the ~ 
west, meaning to attend the general meeting in Greenville, |— 
and then visit the state of Maryland. Finding I could meet 
our Q. M. in Gloueester, R. 1. on my way, I préached in 
the same, after I tarried a few days in the vicinity. 

In Burrilville, a town, adjommng Gloucester, we find a 
number mourning for their sins, saying, “pray for us.” Ina 
few days twelve professed faith in Jesus. 

I baptized 11 in that place, where Elder John Colby en- 
dured so much opposition. The candor, and attention ef 
the people were pleasing indeed to the yotaries of religious 
freedom. A number more have recently found favor with 
God. 


Jn the vicinity of Gloucester M. House there has been + 
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good move for several months past, under the faithful labors. 


of Elders Allen, White, and Jourdon. .; 

I formed an acquaintance with a number of pleasant chris‘ 
jans and friends at Blackstone factory, a village in the town 
of Mendon. .....— -- tat! el wm may ekiee 

Here opens a scene.truly beautiful, where a few years 
since. was hat an uncultivated forest. . The traveller de- 
scends gradually.three fourths of a mile, havieg a fair view 
ofa delightful settlement, erected on the N. W. side of.a 
mall. river, with several large stone. buildings, one of which 
is a cotton factory of an immense size, employing over 300 
people beneath its roof, whose neatriess and good order 1s 
truly admirable. Saat | ae 

In the eyening the people thronged. a large school-hous® 
at the ringing of the bell, and sat to hear as for life, the gos- 
pel’s melodious soynd. « A. good work of the Lord. has 
_ witnessed in that place. _ I think rising of 17, have 

een born to God in the work, and I have baptized. fwe 
there. In Pawtucket a good work has comme:ced under 
the labors of Elder Morse of N. H. Six have been hope- 
fully converted, several have also joined the Methedists and 
@ number among the Calvin Baptists. win ls 5 

But the most glorious work has been witnessed.at Dodge’s 
factory in this town, where I have been for a iiumber of 
weeks past more or less. oe se 

On my first visit, it appeared-that the faithful. Jabours of 
Elder Allen, also a brother Loring from the City of New- 
York, had been blessed in rousing the attention of the pec- 
ple. When I came, all was ready for action. _, . 
_ I preached a few times, and left them. Visited Bristol, 
Swanzy, Portsmouth, R. I. Middletown, &c. say good signs 
of rain in every town. A number born to God in Bristol. 

On my way back, heard that the three, who had agreed 
with me to visit the throne of grace, were happy in God 
with ]0 more.. I hastened to meet thein, nor do I remem- 
ber of haying felt more joy, than on joining this heaven-born 
company in praise to Jesus the mediator. 
__ The work moved until over 20 have professed conversior. 
An overseer of the factory with two of his daughters, sev- 
eral men in the middle age of life, a woman of 74, has be- 
come asa little child in the kingdom, with a number of the 
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blooming yo arth, all appears hike a pleasant family at a boun: 
fu fp tiers table. 


What renders this work more delightful, is the peace 


and harmeny prevailing among the saints of each denomin- 
ation. B. Dodge the principal owner of the factory, a mem- 


ber of the charch of E sland, 


has manifested a love and 
zeal for the yv 


vork. - He opened a large convenient room in 
one of his houses, put In a stove, and seated the same with 
many other conveniences, which now opens a sweet resort 





fo r the candid solemn people, who throng the gates of wor- 


ship. 


A brother Eddy, (member, of Mr. Whlson’s ehurch in 
Providence,) who keeps store in this village, has spared no 
pains for the good cause; bat by prayer and exhortation, 
with a becoming zeal day and night, has continued in the la- 


bors of love, rejoicing to sec the increase of that kingdom 
filling the edtth. 


Davin Swerrt. 








FOR THE INFORMER. 
Letter from Elder Elisha Collins, dated Harrisfield, Ohio. 
Medina Co. Jan. 28th, 1823. 


Very Dear Broruer, 


i once more presume to give you some account of my 
ivavels since my return from the state of N.Y. FE went di- 
rectly to Huron Co. and arrived in season to attend the 
Quarterly Conference. We had a good time, the confer- 
ence was holden September the 28, & 29. From thence 
I came into this county. [ spent vets weeks at New- 
Portage and towns adjacent. I baptized one in the town o/ 

Copley, but not finding much encouragement in those parts, ! 
conclided to return to Huron Co. On my way, f visited the 
church im this town and spent a few days with them. This 


church was constituted by Eld. Hink ley, but they had not 


strength enough to keep up their visibility. I soon discoy- 


ered signs of the work of God among the youth. Doors 
opening for preaching 1 in every direction, and blessed be God. 
the hosannas begin to be sounded forth from mouths ot 
babes and sucklings. I have baptized 10 in this town, from 
the age of ten to 28. Two from the Presbyterian churcl: 
1 this town have joined which makes up the number twelve 

hat haye been added to this little body; so that the whole 
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37 
numbér is 27. The work has been very gradual, but still 
continues. Likewise ten miles to the south of .this, where 
I have preached three times, there is a prospect, that the 
work of the Lord is about commencing. 

Dear Brethren, I feel unworthy of such blessings as I en- 
joy from the hand of my blessed master. I hope my breth- 
ren will remember me at the throne of grace. 
| I am, Dear Brother, yours in Gospel Bonds, 

Exisua Cots. 
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FOR THE INFORMER. 
Letter from Eld. Ziba Woodworth dated at Montpelier Jax- 
uary 29th 1823. 
My pear Heratp Broruer, 

I still live by faith on the son of God; and try to sound 
the gospel Trump. I enjoy some good seasons in dillerent 
places, and see some small revivals of religion. ‘Two lately 
experienced a hope in Worcester, Vt. and two or three in 
this town. In October, I attended the Wheelock Q. M. at 
Sutton, it was a solemn, attentive, strengthening, and profit- 
able meeting to many souls: the churches generally stand 
fast in the faith, The preaching was searching and sound, 
and followed by appropriate, pathetic, and powerful exhor- 
tations, both by the elders and private brethren and sisters. 
‘Two promising young men obtained license to preach, or 
improve their gift in public as God shall call them. 

On Saturday the 11th inst. the Huntington Q. M. was hol- 
den at Huntington. We hada precious season ; the reports 
were truly refreshing ; the churches generally stand in gos- 
pel order and fellowship, and almost all of them increasing 
in faith and numbers. ‘T'wo young men here obtained ap- 
probation of the conference to improve their gift in public. 
Our evening meetings were blessed of the Lord, three back- 
sliders reclaimed and sinners so bowed down as to speak 
publicly, and expressed a hope that it might not be in vain 
tothem. Preaching by Elders, Lord, Wetherby, Robin- 
son, Ke. and on our return home, one young woman was 
hopefully converted in Bolton, in an evening meeting. Sev- 
eral of our Elders appear to be filled with holy fire. I wi! 
not name them, lest | should hurt the wine and the oil 
Our beioved Brother Charles Bowles, however; I wil! 
mention, not wishing to hurt him, nor the cause he is ener 
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ged in for [ love both. He has lately been to Brookfield, 
Rondolph, and Roxbury, and excited great earnestness itt 
each place and left brethren in each place with increased 
numbers, confirmed m hope ‘and fervent zeal. All glory to 
eS eee are ee eevee ae a 
TL have just returned from g. in. at Waterford, where we en- 
joyed a blessing indeed, Llders present, Joshua aid D. Quim- 
by, Moses Norris, Woodworth, Bugby, Nelson, and Powers. 
Br. B. Page come forward and humbly confessed his wander- 
ings and wounding the cause, he was once engaged in, by look- 
ang at mere externuls, compared ‘himself and ligs brethren in 
the ministry toa parcel of boys cracking walnuts, the others 
gathering and eating the meats, and picking up the shells; ‘and 
to cap the climax; assiduously read: Paines Jige of Reason, 
which about gave the death’ blow, or to that’ effect. After 
which he preached Christ indeed, to an attentive auditory. 
‘ Elder Jeshua Quimby made a request to the q. m. to ap- 
point a number of Elders and Brethren, who felt to offer them- 
Selves a frecwill offering unto the Lord, to ‘go ‘and ‘vist our 
brethren at the head of Connécticut river, in the Indian Siream 
Seitlement so called, dnd hold a temporary q. m. tn ‘that place. 
Six or eight Elders and Brethren have agreed to yo avd cn- 
swer the request. “I give you' this notice that if you or 0 oth- 
et brethren in that part of the country can meei with ws, ii wild 
be. on the second Saturday and Sabbath in March next. 
“4 * [his from your aged Brother in Gospel Bonds, 
Rf vit ae. s Ziza Woopwortu.. 


et 3 NE ee 


REVIVALS, - 
We hear from several parts of this State, that the work 
of grace which we have ‘heretofore noticed, appears to be 
deepening and extending its influence: : 
he revival at Candia, N. H. continued Jan, 4th, and was 
more powerful and generally through-every part of the 
town than at any previous time.’ About 80 were expected 
to unife with the church on the second Sabbath ‘in January. 
By the last accounts, the ‘revival at’ Carlisle, Penn. con- 
tinued. igh: +, Staal ee : . 
~The Methodists reckon about 600 conyerts on the Jeffer- 
son ‘circuit, and’ 200 on Coeymans’ (Hudson river district) 
within sixteen months. - ~ oe Ot a 8 eet eee ey 
“\'o learn that in Sheldon, Gennessee Co. N. ¥. a revs 
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_ yalot religion has recently commenced, and ‘that within a 
few weeks between 20 and 30 have become anxiously con- 
cerned for their souls, and that some are rejoicing in hope. 
< We copy the following gratifying intelligence from Zio.’s 
- Herald, an interesting paper, recently commenced in Bostoa, 
uhder the patronage of the New-England Methodist Con- 
ference. 

Brother L. Bates writes from Warwick, [Sept. 10, and 

Dec. 17.] that a good work commenced last year in_ his 
Circuit, but it has been more extensive the present. Ma- 
ny are deeply awakened, and many have expericuced regen- 
_ eration and are rejoicing in the Lord. 
: Brother E. Kellogg writes from Orrington [Oct. 29.] 
_ thar about 40 had experienced religion—3ome Were reclain- 
ed from a backsliden state, and christians were revived aud 
guickened. ‘Twenty seven had been added to the church, 
and others expected soon to join. 

Brother Scarritt writes from Soringfield, Vt. [Nov, 5th] 
that a revival of religion commenced in that place last Feb- 
ruary, and progressed gloriously, until nearly 40 hopelul 
converts were added to the Methodists, and about the same 
number to the Congregationalists, besides which, he informs 
| us, that “numbers more have experienced religion, but have 

hot as yet joined any church. And the work is stil pro- 
gressing.” 

He also informs us, that there has been an outpouring of 
the spirit on the people of Windsor, Weathersiield, Bridge- 
water and Reading, by which in all those places considera- 


ble numbers have ‘been brought into a union with Christ. 
Brother Lord gives us, from Barnard, Vt. (Nov. 30,) an 
account of a glorious work of God in that and some of the 
neighbouring towns. After describing the commencement 
and ‘increase, of the werk he thus writes—“The work has 
been principally in Barnard, though many. have shared in it 
in the adjoining tawns— Royalton and Pomfret in particu- 
Jar. We have received of the subjects of this work, as 
members on probation, 175—and 27 have joined the con- 
gregational ghurch, And. we think there are nearly or quite 
100, more who have not as yet united with any church. 
The prospect of the continuance of this work 1s, at present, 
truly flattering, We think there have been as many malcr 
as females, who haye become the subjects of this work 
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Ard among the number, some of the most respectable 
young men in the vicinity, who bid fair for extensive useful- 
ness in the church. © 

I would also observe, there are good prospects and good 
times in other parts of this circuit. About 30 have been 
added in other places, so that our gain, in the number of 
members, since July last, has been 205. —More are coming 
I daily.” 

Brother 8. Norris. gives a pleasing account of the work 
of God in Danville, fo [Nov. 8.]—rising of 36 have joined 
the society, and many have experienced justification, and 
believers are generally revived in their minds. 

Brother E. Hyde writes (Dec. 13.) giving a concise view 
of the state of religion in his district. ‘There are no exten- 
sive revivals, yet the prospects are favourable in many _pla- 
ces. Seme circuits are enjoying peculiar seasons of refresh- 

; particularly Barnstabie, where a powerful work has 
pails and especially m Chatham. 

The good work that began on Martha’s Vineyard last 


year still continues. Duxbury circuit has been highly fa- 


voured, and the prospect brightens—In several places the 


Lord is fav oring his people. In general the preachers are 


in the work, and a good degree of harmony prevails among 


S 
the members of the church, although in some places luke- 


warmness Is too general among them. 





FOR THE INFORMER. 
I have recently had the privilege of a visit from Elder Samuel F. Whitten, 
of Palermo, Me. He tarried with me three days, and preached twice i 
the neighborhood, to the general satisfaction of the people. His solemn 
and godly deporti: ent while here, and his impressive manner of preaching 
the word, convinces me that he ts a chosen vessel of the Lord, to publish 
the name of a crucified Saviour to the dying sons ‘of men. 
While he was.here i he wrote the following, and left for publication. 


E. Chase. 

“Enfield, NH. Feb. 6th, 1823. 
JraRLY Beroven Brotiex Cras, 
While sitting in your office, | feel myself under an obligation to give 
at some account of the work of God in the region where I reside, 
vhen athome. The Lord has wonderfully pouredout of his spirit in the 
eastern coun‘ry, aud caused the howling wilderness to blossom like the 
rose. All glory to his name. It is now about five years since I began 
to hlow the trompet in Zion, in a feeble manner. I have passed thr ough 
many trying scenes, and bay® seen many glorious displays of the powel 
of God, to the destruction of the kingdom of darkness. I professed re- 


ligion in the town of Putnam, county ef Lincoln. state of Maine. Frem 
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41 
thence I went to Montville, where i, in the name of Israel's God, be- 
gan to cry, ‘Ail flesh is as vrass, aad ail the giory Oi man as tie tHlow- 
er of the gr a8, the grass withereth, and the tlower thereoi fadeth, but 
the word oi our God endurethiorever.” ‘I'he Lord directed the arrow, 
it fastened like a nail in a sure place. 

Many were soon brought to say, ** the one half never was told me.’ 
The lost state they were in being brougit to light by the gospei Fiass, 
many were soon brought to cry for mercy, and soon found reiiei and 
praised the God of he: wen. ‘he reformation continued until more than 
one hundred were hope fuily converted to God. It appeared many in ‘ 
during the heavenly shower, as though the day of pentecost ii: id sue 
come. The brethren appeared to be filled with the Holy Ghost, ai 
spake with new tongues, while sinners trembled and said. * Sirs, what 
must we Ud to be saved 4 p> Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved,” was the answer. The reformation spread into Knox, 
Belimont, and other piaces. From thence I went to Linco.viile, wiere 
Rider Ailen Files was preaching, and a very glorious work of reforma- 
tion was spreading; many more converte: 1, baptized and joined the 
church, some of whom have fallen asieep in the arms of Christ, and 
gone where their works wiil follow them. From ihence I went to New- 
burgh where a small number were brought from darkness to iighi, and 
from the service of sin and satan to God. While ai this piace | heard 
the heavy tidings, that is to say, the death of my dear mother, who had 
for many years been in a low state of health, yet, glory to God,she had 
continued stedfast in the faith, and like Simeon of ol: * was hoard to say, 
“now lettest' thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation.”” She has bid the world adieu, and gone tosee her much 
loved Saviour, and to rest from all her trials and sorrows below, while 
we are left to mourn the absence of her, who was eur tender mother; 
but we hope to meet her when all our sorrows are at an end. 

After the death of my mother, | began to range more extensiveiv, 
and to cry aloud to thosé that I saw posting their way to destrucii: * 
The work of the Lord coutinued to spread from place to place, but } 
am unable to give all the particulars. I can say, it isthe Lord’s doings, 

and marvellous in our eyes. 

One year ago this present month, | began to preach in the town of 
Palermo. A reformation immediately began and continued to spread 
until a large number were hopeiully converted to God. ‘The work was 
truly glorious. | 

I after this went to the town of Prospect, and saw a marvellous dis- 
play of the power of the highest. Crowds ilocked to hear the sound of 
free salvation, many soon embraced the gospel and publicly professed 
their faith in Christ, nine of whom [| baptized and gave the right hand 
of fellowship. | 

Our last Q. M. was holden in Swanville on the 3d Saturday and Sab- 
bath in December. We attended to business as usual, received refresh- 
ing reports from many of the churches and some accounts of reforma- 
tions. Two churches were received into our communion, one in War- 
ren, the other in Five and twenty mile Pond plantation. 

Samvuey F. Wurrren 





Treasur up man ufestat tons oc Christ’s love ; they make the heart low 
for Christ, and too his ch fer Sin : 
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RULING ELDER. 
Sheiburn, Vt. January, i823. 


FOR THE WFOnKRA. 


Baorren Crage, 
As | sttli remain unconvinced, nothwithstanding all that has been said 
and done, that the scriptures do not exhibit to us the oflice of an Lider, 
who rule -d in the primitive churches, who did not labor in word and 
docirine, some further remarks may not perhaps be considered an of 
féuce, against the superior wisdom and experience of those, who have 
6 emphatically decided, that they do not. ‘luse my pen upon the sub- 
ect with much Jittidence of my own abilities ; ; and! think with hum- 
ep deference, both to the age and experience of those with whom ] 
disagree in opinian, Thaye read the many remarks which you have 
published upon the subject ; and ‘also heard the remarks of Eider Da, 
vinson at the Yearly Conference at Tunbridge, with which you, and 
ihe conference exceptii ag myself’ appeared to be well satisfied. Since 
ihat time | haye made i¢ nore a subject of pray erful meditation, but still 
remain of the same opinioa. ' That the aposile in his first epistie to Ti; 
ynothy ; bth Chapter, had reference to age and experience, or to age in, 
experience, rather than to ecclesiastical office, where he says “* rebuke 
got an Elder ,? | think is evident; as also where he speaks of *Elder wo- 
wen.’ And it is equaliy evident to me, that in the 17th verse of the 
same chapter, he changes bis reference from age and experience, to 
that of ecclesiastical oigcers. This appears eyicent from the 18th and 
following verses, “for the scripiure saith thou shui mot muzzle the mouth 
of the ox that treadeth out the corn. And the laborer 13, worthy of his hire,’ 
&c. That we may the better understand how the apostle meant to a 
ply these words, anq io whom, we may see in what sense he has used 
them in another’place. 1 Cor. IX. Chap, 9th and luth verses, “Fog 
ié is written in the Law of Moses, thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the om 
that treadeth out the corn.. Doth God take care for oxen ? or saith ke tt ale’ 
tog ibid our sakes ?—for our sakes no dowbt this w @riiten ; that he that 
veth should plow in hope, end that he that thresheth, should be partaker of 
is hope: ” That the apostle has reierence to elders ordained and se 
apart to the spiritual conceras of the chuich, rather than to ave or ex- 
perience, where he says, ‘‘/or our sukes no doubi this is written,” ’T think 
will appear abundantly evident to all who read what precedes and fol- 
lows these words. In the 13th verse he saith, “Do ye not know that the 
suhich minister about holy things, live of. the things ef the temple ; and they 
cwhich watt at the altar, are partakers with the altar.” And i4th, “Buen 
go hath the Lord ordained, that they which preach the Gospel, should live of 
dhe Gospel.” If such be ‘the meaning of the apostic ky these words in 
this place, can we consistently suppose, that he should say In this Place, 
that these words have particular reference to, and. were written exciu- 
sively for the sake of those, who were Set apart to oiliciate in the spirits 
wal concerns of the church, and in anothe r place apply them in a differ 
ent sense, or to private members of the church? for it is evident, that 
cs ere he saith, ‘ Let the Elders that rule well bg counted worthy of double 
honor, especially they that labour in word and doctrine.” he has reference 
to two classes of persons, or officers ip the church ; else as has f; ‘equent- 
ly been observed, why the word especially 2? By those, who Jabour in 
word and doctrine, we are doubtless to under stand, elders ordained te 
preank the cospel, and to administer the ordinances thereof And if it 
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be so, that this was the only class of ordained elders, by saying, the eh 
ders that rule well, the apostie must have doubtless had reference td 
private persons of considerable age. And in such case, he has applied 
those words, “thou shalt not muzzle the ox,” &c. in a very different sense 
from that in which he used them to the Corinthians; and must here be. 
considered to say to Timothy, that these words were written for the sake 
of all aged christians of experience, making no distinction between those 
“who minister about holy things, and wait at the altar,” and those who 
do not. ‘This however I do not conceive to ‘be his meaning. Nor ca 
I hardly conceive it possible, that the apostle Payl should here so ambig- 
yously included the aged and those, who were sat apart to minister in ho- 
ly things, in the one word, Elder ; having the word at once refer to the 
aged, and to the sacred office of the ministry, between which he has s@ 
manifestly preserved a proper distinction through all his writings. 


Again those, who differ with me upon this point, apply the following 
words of thé apostle, 19 verse, “dguinst an elder recéive nut an accusa- 
dion, but before two or three witnesses,” exclusively to persons ordained 
to the ministry ; and cousequently conclude, that from the first of the 
chapter to this verse, the apostle changed his reference from age to of- 
fice. 

Against a private member of the church, let his age and experience 
be what it may, they will receive an accusation, short of two or three 
wiinesses’; whereas, against an elder, ordained, however young, if must 
be before two or three. This I think is correct. And if in the 19th 
verse, he had reference to ordained elders exclusively, the connexion 
of the 17th 18th and 19th vetses are se strong, and their reference so 
manifestly similar, that I am ‘constrained 10 judge differently from the 
opinion of others. 

Respecting the duty of such an officer, it would be altogether useless 
to make any remarks at present. I think however that their duty may 
be sufficiently established by scripture. | 

I submit the foregoing remarks to be disposed ef as your superior 
understanding shall deem the most proper. — A Frienp. 

. < ol ele 





FOR THE INFORMER. 

Letter from Eli. J. Gouid, of Burkshire, N. Y. dated Nov. 8th, 1822, res 

_ specting the affice‘of Rutinc Exper. © 

In the preceding Informers, there have been some queries respect- 
ing Ruling Elders and their duty. I have been silent till now on t! » 
subject, saying like the lad with five loaves, what is $0 little among se 

many ? However, I will cast in my mite. 

It evidently appears, that ij the apostolic day, that although the nun 
ber of apostles cv ministering disciples 1 ‘in werd and doctrine were many, 
that they were under the necessity of ordaining certain persons to over. 
see, and keep in order the churches, whi¢h they were under the neces- 
sity to leave and evangelize the world, in rn of more souls, These 
were called Elders and Deacons. a0 eR 9 

Tlie duty of deacons is not disputed as servants at the table; and, in 
my opinion, there is as much need of elders in the bocal situition of the 
churches, to administer the ordinances, as there is toserve, ‘if suitabte 
Persaps Can be found that feel the duty. 




















rested many churches are left that have not the ordinances for months, 
in the absence of an Evangelist, and many wishing to unite with thé 
chure te neglect it for no other reason than this. Ard at the same time, 
perhaps there are brethren growing secretly to be seperated to this 
work. 

‘There are many ood substantial brethren in many churches, that in 
this way would he very skilful in defending the flock, and there would 
not be so much death, as there oftentimes is, in fhe absence of travel- 
jing preachers. Ido not think it to be confined io a preaching gilt but 
to a vigilant and faithful person. Joun Hovts. 


EDITCRIAL REMARK. 

As the foregoing subject has for a long time been under consideration 
in several of the churches, and no decision has been made, except by 
the Vermont Yearly Meeting, it is hoped our brethren will double their 
diligence, and search for the truth, so that they may be ready to ex; 
press their minds freely at their next Yearly Meetings. | 

lor myseil, | find no command from our Lord given to any to baptize, 
who were not first called to teach. Matt. 28. 19. Acts 2.38. 41. & 8.12. 
36. 58. & 16. 15. 33. & 18. 8. If there be elders in an official capacity, 


seperate from those, who are called to preach, I cannot find any autho- 


rity for them to baptize, and I am at a loss to find what their duty is, 


‘If lam right, thy grace impart, still in the right to stay; 
jt I am wrong, O teach my heart to choose the better way.” 





Miscellaneous. 


Vain excuses for neglecting a Christian duty. 


Many imagine they would be disposed to be active, if they thought 
themselves qualified to do any good. Some think themselves destitute 
of requisite talents—others that they have not sufficient weight of char- 
acter and influence—others that they have no time or opportunities for 
such a duty. We may judge for ourselyes whether such excuses are 

valid—I shouldsay whether they are not used as apologies of unjustifia- 
ble neglect. Whom do we hear complaining of being destitute of the 
requisite talent, when he would engage his friend or neighbor j in some 
worldly scheme? ‘Though he feel “the want of more, he uses what he 
has to the best advi antag, And why? Because he is deeply interes- 
ted. And will y my brethren, because you have noi ten 
talents at your disposal Sera the one which you hay e? Will vou be- 
cause you have not the qualifications of a preacher of the rospel, re- 
fuse to speak to your relative, or friend about .his salvation! and who 
is so destitute of weight of character and influence, in a religious sense, 

that he can do nothing? that is to translate this phr ase, that he cannot 
do great things! Let him first obtain a religious char: icter, if he really 
think himself so destitute, and then let him do small things ;—they will 
be great in the sight of God. And who is so overcome by natural diff- 
dence and backw ‘ardness, that he canhot,speak to others on the very 
subject which lies nearest his own heart? It will be well for him, so 
long as he has none of this difflidence or backwardness on other subjects 
of interest and importance, to examine himecl!, and see whether it he 
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‘et owing, in a degree, to his being “ashamed of the gospel of Christ.¥ 
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—And if there be any who plead that they have no time or opportiini- 
ty for the performance of this duty, surrounded as they are with souls 
that might be saved from death—they should at once abandon their 
hope of being christians, and learn of Christ the first lesson of the gos- 
pel, to “go ahout doing good.”-— Christ. Mirror: 





FOR THE INFORMER. 
DUTY OF CHRISTIANS. No. IL. 

1. Wherein the duty of christians consists. This duty is not io invade 
the office of the ministry, and every man and woman to leave their 
worldly concerns, and run every where as preachers. We see, by dai- 
ly experience, w hat fruits these men’s teaching doth bring forth, who 
run uncalled 6f God, even though they be or dained by man. Neither 
is it the duty of christians to exagerate their own supposed orreal prop- 
erties, and ethers supposed or real faults behind their backs, and be si- 
tent, and sometimes flatter ‘ing before their face. Or even to whisper 
men’s fanlis to others. ‘fhe more forward we are to back-biting; the 
more backward we are to faithful admonishing—none speak less of a 
man’s faults to his face, than those, who speaks most of them behind 
his back. Theretore let us be aware oi this preposterous and malig- 
nant conduct. We ought to iell him first in private then before wit- 
nesses, to see if he will be convinced or not. 

2. The duty of christians consists evidently in this to take all op- 
portunities to inform, and so be the means of helping others to attain 
salvation. And if any of us know less than others how to manage this 
work, let me tell what | know. Suppose I have a person to deal with 
who is a stranger to the spirituality of religion, and the work of regene- 
vation; I know also that he is a stranger to his real condition as a child 
of Adam; the first thing | and to make him tnderstand is, what man 
was when he was made—how he tell—-what penalty he i incurred—what 
miserable consequences lollowed, and must follow without a Redeemer. 

A just sense of these, lets us sce the need of a Redeemer. ‘Then I en- 
deavor to shew who—and wiere this Redeemer is, and was—did, and is 
doing, both externally while on earth, and internally by his Spirit in al! 
ages, and in all the sons of men, under the character of ‘the true light 
thut lighietli every man that cometh into the world.” &c. So that they Lay 
feel how Christ restrains and reproves, And that the same restraining 
and re provi ne influence in their minds, is tending to draw them from 
(heir sins to the service and protection of God himself, and all the. 
privileges that a returaing prodigal may have in his heavy enly Father's 
hOUuSe 

3. Ifthe sinner understands these things, but the cause of the world 
and lusts of the flesh choke the word and engross his attention, we 
should remiud iim of the excellency,—giory, and riches he neglecteth, 
and the terribie torments of those whose ‘‘damnation linzereth not.” 
And the cerisiniy, nearness, and terrors of death and judgement, and 
how little worldiy things will help him at death. And that he can 
fave no cloak for his sins, seeing he is crucilying afresh, the visitations, 
and strivings of the Holy Spirit. 

If when he in a measure unierstands these things, bet us eee that be 


do not at ist, mistake the realizing of religion for a form,—the belief 
and profession in the Lerd Jesas historic: ily and gut wardly for experi- 
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méntal and spiritual religion. Ilelp him to try himself. Produce some 
yndeniable evidences from Scripture: ask whether he can fee Ithese in 
him or not? whether ever he found such workings or dispositions in his 
heart?. “He that-believeth hath the witness in himself.” 

4, If-he produce. gifts, dutics, or works, know to what end; if by 
these he thinks, to merit and so add his own works to Christ’s work, 
shew him his danger. If these be considered as [fruits or effects produ- 
ced by the spirit “working in him both to will and to do,” then urge 
bim forward to.obey the ‘still small voice,’ which whispers to him the 
right way, and claims the merit of all duties itself. : 

5. The duty ot christians consists in reproy ing and instrueting sin- 
ners in a way of love for their souls and bodies. ‘Let us do it speedily. 
As we would not have them delay returning to God; So let not us de- 
Jay to seek their return. We are purposing a long time to speak to 
such an ignorant neighbor, and deal with.a scandalous or shy pocritical 
sinner,—but we have never done it. He runs on,—goes deeper i in sin, 
—wrath, is heaping up,—sin spreading its roots, custom fastens him,— 
conscience seared,—heart hardened,—the devil rules,—Christ shut out, 
—ihe spirit resisted,—God dishonored »—his law. violated,—time runs 
on,—the day of visitation hasteth,—judgment at the door, ‘and what if 
the man die, while. we are purposing to teach him, «as a man to help 
him to heaven? If in case of bodily distress or need, we-bid him come 
tomorrow, when we have it by us; what might be the consequences ? 
More aw ful the consequences may be in delaying the succour of the 
soul!. That physician.is no better than a murderer, that negligently 
delayeth till his patient be dead, or past cure. O how many pe | 
ing sinners perish, or get rooted in sin, while we are purposing to sce 
their recov ery ? 

When we hear the sinner is dead ,—obstinate or removed; will not 
conscience say, 1 am guilty in delayi ing to “exhort him, while it was cal- 
led to day, least he should be hardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin.” ’ 

Do not Jet us jear, scorn, or reproach a man for his faults, nor rail or 
vilify him with words of disgrace. He will take us for enemies. The 
-vords of enemies are little. persuading. Let us deal with them in ear- 
nest, humble entreatings, and Ict thein know that we seck nothing at 
their hands, but their own happiness, gain,-and comfort. Jf we should 
thus imitate the first christians,—what fruits should we see among ig- 
norant, wicked, and even formal neighbours? How few vain, drunken, 
and obstinate sinners would continne to reject the importunate exorta- 
tions and counsels of love! . We know that.it must be God, who chan- 
ges men’s hearts; but God worketh by means, and when means aré at 
work, some end is gained. If we reprove or advise with the least, pas- 
sion or disgrace in it, some will be ready to spit in our face. B. S. 


INTEMPERANCE.. | $e ; 

No evil is more dangerous, or attended with more fatal 
consequences than drunkenness, and yet no evil is extending 
itself more apely through every grade of society. The 
ignorant and the learned—-the child of seven, and. the man 
of four score, fall viétims before the shrine of Batchus. The 
philosopher, and sometimes the grave divine are fr equently 
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seen tottering under their unequal load. It ts awful, indeed, 
to behold a man with his silvered locks yielding himself a 
voluntary victim to intoxication. No loss of property, ne 
disappointment, no calamity, can afford the slightest reason 
for formihg & habit so ruincus to soul and body. Three 
fourths cf the blackest crimes, which haye stamed the an 
nals of our country, have been perpetrated by drunkards. 
Thé ruin of thousands of families may be traced to this. 
How often do we behold the intemperate man blind to, and 
regardless of the tenderest affections of human lite. The 
tears of an amiable, sensible and affectionate wife, and the 
cries of tattered and half famishéd children are disregarded. 
The drunkard tramples in the dust those affections which 
by his nuptial vows, he is bound to cheish. Parents too 
are often sent down to the grave on aceount of the inten 
peranée of their childreh. Young mén, énd sometimes 
young women, (it makes mé bushi to say it,) in the prime 
of life, aré seen bowing their necks to the tyrannical yoke 
of intoxication. What tan be tioré dishonorable, more de- 
grading, more abusive to the understanding of human nature; 
than for persons capable of the highest attainments im the 
arts and sciences, and im the enjoyment.of sociat life to make 
themselves more loathsome than reptiles, and tiercer and 
whore cruel than the bear robbed of her whelps. Parents 
and children, husbands and wives, permit us to caution you 
against intemperance. ‘Too frequent draughts from the iv- 
ebriating cup produce bitterness in the end. O shan the 
habit of intoxication—Be assured it has no ¢laim to honor- 
It will not increase your wealth, enlighten your mind, or 
lengthéd your life; bat it will déstroy your reputation, waste 





your property, debase yoar mind. — Zion's Herald. 
on: -sacvinn cael ama vine eiieniameliie ) pq 
Fld. Samuel F. Whitten of Palermo, Me. is appointed agent for the 


Religious Informer, and any person subscribing or paving money to him, 
he is hereby authorized to give receipts in my name, @nd1 will allow 
the same as though signed by myseif. Feen’n Cuase. 
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‘Vorus oF tug [xsormer.—For one paper a year 60 cenis. For five, 
82,59 cents. For sixteen, $7,20 cents. If paid in advance, 50 cents x 
year ior one paper. For five, two dollars. For sixteen, 6 dollass. 
KG Whereas so many persons have subscribed for the Informer and 
Rot paid any thing, and probably never will, | hereby informthe pebiet, 
that no subscription will hereafter he received, except the n ; 
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company the.same, sufficient to pay tor one year. unless it be from per 


sons with whom [ ain. acquainted, or some one of my principal agents 
iptome recnomabte ty the same. CS: xg’, 
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PORTRY. 
The Gospel Market. 


WHEY stand ye here idle, my friends, all the day ? 
Your mements, thus fleeting, will soon pass away 3 
The market is open, the stores you may see ; ite, 
Then come, take and welcome, all things here are free. 


| CHORUS, | 
Here’s all things provided for sinners undone, 
And you are invited, and welcome to come. 


2 Here’s mercy and pardon, here’s love and free grace, 
Here’s strong consolation, here’s great jov and peace, 
Here’s hope for the hopeless, here th’ weary find rest, 
Ficre’s all things in plenty for th’ poor and distress’d. 

3 Here’s clothes for the naked, here all may be clad, 
Here’s bread for the hungry, here sctls may be fed, 
Here’s manna from heaven, this food is divine, 

Fat things full of marrow, and wine well refin’d. 


4 Here’s oil, milk, and honey, a plenty in store, 


Sufficient for thousands, yea, millions, and more, 


Here’s balm for the weunded, here’s strength for the weak, 
Here cordials divine are prepar’d for the sick. 

5 Here med’cine for healing iz given out free, 
Here’s eye-salve tcr eyes, to make the blind see, 
Here cripples are healed, the lame made to walk, 
The deat made to hear, and the dumb made to talk. 


6 Here lepers are cleansed, and purg’d from their sores, 
Here sinners are pardon’d and sculs are made pure, 

Here ali that are willmg are freed from their pains 

Here bond-slaves are ransom’d, and freed from their chains. 


7 Here’s armor and weapons for soldiers to wield, 
A breast-plate and helmet, a sword and a shicld, 
The poor receive riches, a crown for the head, 
Eternal salvation, and life for the dead. 

§ Oh! come all ye needy, ye poor and distrest, 
Come, ccnie, and take freely, and be ever blest: 
Ob come! without morey, te Jesus, and buy, 

And leve him and praise him for ever on high, 





